


“See to it that no one misses the grace of 

God and that no bitter root grows up to 

cause trouble and defile many.” –

Hebrews 12:15



[Jesus] “And when you stand praying, if

you hold anything against anyone,

forgive him, so that your Father in

heaven may forgive you.” – Mark 11:25



“Now Joseph was the governor of the

land, the one who sold grain to all its

people. So when Joseph’s brothers

arrived, they bowed down to him with

their faces to the ground. As soon as 

Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized 

them…..”



“…..but he pretended to be a stranger 

and spoke harshly to them.  ‘Where do 

you come from?’ he asked.  ‘From the 

land of Canaan,’ they replied, ‘to buy 

food.’  Though Joseph recognized his 

brothers, they did not recognize 

him…..”



“…..Then he remembered his dreams 

about them and said to them, ‘You are 

spies!  You have come to see where 

our land is unprotected.’  ‘No, my lord,’ 

they answered.  ‘Your servants have 

come to buy food…..”



“…..We are all the sons of one man.

Your servants are honest men, not

spies.’  ‘No!’ he said to them.  ‘You 

have come to see where our land is 

unprotected.’” – Genesis 42:6-12



“But they replied, ‘Your servants were

twelve brothers, the sons of one man,

who lives in the land of Canaan. The

youngest is now with our father, and

one is no more.’ Joseph said to them,

‘It is just as I told you: You are spies!

And this is how you will be tested…..”



“…..As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will 

not leave this place unless your 

youngest brother comes here.  Send 

one of your number to get your brother; 

the rest of you will be kept in prison, so 

that your words may be tested to see if 

you are telling the truth…..”



“…..If you are not, then as surely as

Pharaoh lives, you are spies!’ And he

put them all in custody for three days.” 

– Genesis 42:13-17



1. Maybe he NEEDED SOME TIME.



2.  Maybe he was WAITING TO SEE IF 

THEY HAD REPENTED.



3.  He was GAINING RELIABLE

INFORMATION ABOUT HIS FAMILY.



4.  Maybe he was GETTING SOME

SATISFACTION FROM MAKING

THEM SQUIRM.



5.  Maybe he CONCLUDED THAT

GOD’S WILL WAS NOT REALIZED

UNTIL BENJAMIN WAS THERE.



“They said to one another, ‘Surely we

are being punished because of our 

brother.  We saw how distressed he 

was when he pleaded with us for his 

life, but we would not listen; that’s why 

this distress has come upon us’…..”



“…..Reuben replied, ‘Didn’t I tell you 

not to sin against the boy?  But you 

wouldn’t listen!  Now we must give an 

accounting for his blood.’  They did not 

realize that Joseph could understand 

them, sine he was using an 

interpreter…..”



“…..He turned away from them and

began to weep, but then turned back

and spoke to them again. He had

Simeon taken from them and bound 

before their eyes.” – Genesis 42:21-24



A. Forgiveness RELEASES MY RIGHT 

TO RETALIATE



“Do not take revenge, my friends, but 

leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 

written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will 

repay,’ says the Lord.” – Romans 12:19



B.  Forgiveness promises “I WILL DO

MY PART TO RESTORE THE

RELATIONSHIP”



“Do not repay anyone evil for evil…..If 

your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 

thirsty, give him something to 

drink…..Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.” –

Romans 12:17-21



C.  Forgiveness COMPLETELY TRUSTS

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD to make 

the best of a terrible wrong.


