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Message # 7 – “The Purpose Of Pain” 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
A. You can’t live very long in this world without being hurt by another. 
 

1. The natural reaction is to seek revenge or become bitter. 
 

2. Jesus commanded us to forgive “so that your Father in heaven may forgive 
you” (Mark 11:25). 

  
3. That’s a challenging assignment but essential to coping with the tragedies 

that surface in almost every life. 
 
B. Joseph is, once again, an inspiring example of Godly behavior in the way he forgave 
his brothers of their horrible abuses against him. 
 
I. A perfect opportunity for revenge (Genesis 42:6–12) 
 

A. Not surprisingly, Joseph’s brothers didn’t recognize him. 
 

B. But Joseph recognized them and could have easily made them pay for what 
they had done to him. 

 
II. An understandable hesitancy to reconcile (Genesis 42:13–17) 
 

A. Why didn’t Joseph immediately reveal his identity and forgive? 
 

1. Maybe he __________________________________________________ 
 

2. Maybe he was ______________________________________________ 
 

3. He was ____________________________________________________ 
 

4. Maybe he was _______________________________________________ 
 

5. Maybe he ___________________________________________________ 
 

B. The brothers’ guilty reaction (Genesis 42:21–24) 
 
III. A dramatic example of forgiveness (Genesis 43–45) 
 

A. The brothers returned to Egypt, bringing Benjamin with them. 
 

1. Joseph was overwhelmed with emotion when he saw his brother. 
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2. But he put his brothers to one final test: Benjamin was arrested. 

 
3. The brothers stood unified with Benjamin and Judah pleaded, “Arrest me. 

Punish me in my brother’s place.” 
 

B. Joseph revealed his identity to his brothers, forgave them, and invited them to 
come to Egypt to live. 

 
1. The brothers were incredulous. They deserved punishment. 
 
2. Like Jesus, Joseph was extending amazing, undeserved grace. 

 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Joseph’s story demonstrates three positive ways you can respond to those who have 
wounded you and thereby fulfill God’s will in your life. 
 

A. Forgiveness ___________________________________________________ 
 

B. Forgiveness promises ___________________________________________  
 

C. Forgiveness ___________________________________________________ 
to make the best of a terrible wrong. 

 

“You meant it for evil but God meant it for good.” 
 


