






“The way of the unfaithful is hard.” –

Proverbs 13:15



“The soul who sins is the one who will 

die.” – Ezekiel 18:20



Three Preliminary Principles –

We are involved in a critical spiritual 

battle with eternal consequences



Three Preliminary Principles –

Our adversary is intensifying his attack 

and we are experiencing many 

casualties on our side



Three Preliminary Principles –

We are all vulnerable and need to 

fortify ourselves against future attacks



Three Primary Sources of Temptation –

THE WORLD



“Bad company corrupts good 

character.” – 1 Corinthians 15:33



Three Primary Sources of Temptation –

THE FLESH



“I know that nothing good lives in me, 

that is, in my sinful nature.” –

Romans 7:18



“When tempted, no one should say 

‘God is tempting me.’  For God cannot 

be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt 

anyone; but each one is tempted when, 

by his own evil desire, he is dragged 

away and enticed…..”



“…..Then, after desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-

grown, gives birth to death.” –

James 1:13-15



Three Primary Sources of Temptation –

THE DEVIL



“Our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the powers of 

this dark world and against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms…..”



“…..Therefore put on the full armor of 

God, so that when the day of evil 

comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground.” – Ephesians 6:12



“For we are not unaware of his 

schemes.” – 2 Corinthians 2:11



“Let him who thinks he stands take 

heed lest he fall.” – 1 Corinthians 10:12



“Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph 

in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s 

officials, the captain of the guard.” –

Genesis 37:36



“We do not know what a day may bring 

forth.” – Proverbs 27:1



“From the time he put him in charge of 

his household and of all that he owned, 

the Lord blessed the household of the 

Egyptian because of Joseph.  The 

blessing of the Lord was on everything 

Potiphar had, both in the house and on 

the field.” – Genesis 39:5



“So he [Potiphar] left in Joseph’s care 

everything he had; with Joseph in 

charge, he did not concern himself with 

anything except the food he ate.  Now 

Joseph was well-built and handsome, 

and after a while his master’s wife took 

notice of Joseph and said…..”



“…..’Come to bed with me!’  But he 

refused.  ‘With me in charge,’ he told 

her, ‘my master does not concern 

himself with anything in the house; 

everything he owns he has entrusted to 

my care.  No one is greater in this 

house than I am…..”



“…..My master has withheld nothing 

from me except you, because you are 

his wife.  How then could I do such a 

wicked thing and sin against God?’  

And though she spoke to Joseph day 

after day, he refused to go to bed with 

her or even be with her.” –

Genesis 39:6-10



Ten Factors That Would Have Made 

Joseph’s Temptation Very Difficult

• His Upbringing

• His Age

• Loneliness

• His Recent Success

• His Appearance



Ten Factors That Would Have Made 

Joseph’s Temptation Very Difficult

• His Integrity

• His Environment

• His Ambitions

• Her Persistence

• The Potential Secrecy



“One day he went into the house to 

attend to his duties, and none of the 

household servants were inside.  She 

caught him by his cloak and said, 

‘Come to bed with me!’  But he left his 

cloak in her hand and ran out of the 

house.” – Genesis 39:11-12



Two Reasons For Refusal

• His Loyalty to Potiphar

• His Loyalty to God



When Potiphar’s Wife Persisted, 

Joseph -

• Tried to Avoid the Temptation



When Potiphar’s Wife Persisted, 

Joseph -

• Thought About Someone Other Than 

Himself



When Potiphar’s Wife Persisted, 

Joseph -

• Remembered God



When Potiphar’s Wife Persisted, 

Joseph -

• Ran From the Temptation



When Potiphar’s Wife Persisted, 

Joseph -

• Planned in Advance His Course of 

Action



“When she saw that he had left his 

cloak in her hand and had run out of 

the house, she called her household 

servants.  ‘Look,’ she said to them, ‘this 

Hebrew has been brought to us to 

make sport of us!  He came in here to 

sleep with me, but I screamed…..”



“…..When he heard me scream for 

help, he left his cloak beside me and 

ran out of the house.’  She kept his 

cloak beside her until his master came 

home.  Then she told him this story: 

‘That Hebrew slave you brought us 

tried to make sport of me…..”



“…..But as soon as I screamed for help, 

he left his cloak beside me and ran out 

of the house.’  When his master heard 

the story his wife told him, saying, ‘This 

is how your slave treated me,’ he 

burned with anger.” – Genesis 39:13-19



“Joseph’s master took him and put him 

in prison, the place where the king’s 

prisoners were confined.  But while 

Joseph was there in the prison, the 

Lord was with him; He showed him 

kindness and granted him favor in the 

eyes of the prison warden…..”



“…..So the warden put Joseph in 

charge of all those held in the prison, 

and he was made responsible for all 

that was done there.  The warden paid 

no attention to anything under Joseph’s 

care, because the Lord was with 

Joseph and gave him success in 

whatever he did.” - Genesis 39:20-23



“Slaves, obey your earthly masters with 

respect and fear, and with sincerity of 

heart, just as you would obey Christ.  

Obey them not only to win their favor 

when their eye is on you, but like slaves 

of Christ, doing the will of God from 

your heart…..”



“…..Serve wholeheartedly, as if you 

were serving the Lord, not men, 

because you know that the Lord will 

reward everyone for whatever good he 

does, whether he is slave or free.” –

Ephesians 6:5-8



Four Lessons

• God’s Standards are Permanent



Four Lessons

• Temptation is Normal, Even for the 

Godly



Four Lessons

• Victory is Possible, But Only for the 

Determined



Four Lessons

• The Rewards for Faithfulness are 

Enormous, But Not Immediate


