
 
I. ___________________________________________________ AS I AM. 
 
 
“As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 
collector’s booth.  ‘Follow Me,’ He told him, and Matthew got up and followed 
Him.” - Matthew 9:9 (NIV) 
 
II. ____________________________________________________ AS I AM. 
 
“While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and 
‘sinners’ came and ate with Him and His disciples.  When the Pharisees saw 
this, they asked His disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?’” - Matthew 9:10-11 (NIV)  
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III. ____________________________________________________ AS I AM. 
 
“On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick.  But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.’” - Matthew 9:12-13 (NIV) 
 
“Your love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears.  For I 
desire mercy not sacrifice.  I desire acknowledgement of God rather than burnt 
offerings.” - Hosea 6:4, 6 
 
IV.  ____________________________________________________ AS I AM. 
 
“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion.” - 
Philippians 1:6 (NIV) 
 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from your-
selves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” - 
Ephesians 2:8,9 (NIV) 
 
“God saved you by His grace when you believed.  And you can’t take credit for 
this; it is a gift from God.  Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 
done, so none of us can boast about it.” - Ephesians 2:8,9 (NLT) 
 
FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
 
“Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed by Thy Name.  Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen.” - Matthew 6:9-13 (KJV) 
 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.” - 
Matthew 5:3 (NIV) 
 
“Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear…..But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well.” - Matthew 6:25, 33 (NIV) 
 
“You are the salt of the earth…..You are the light of the world.” - 
Matthew 5:13-14 (NIV) 
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“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
- Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 
 
“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is 
light.” - Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) 
 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.” - 1 John 1:9 (NIV) 
 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” - 
John 3:16 (NKJV) 
 
“Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.  The old life is gone; 
a new life has begun!” - 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) 
 
 

Next Steps 
 
1. Start to view yourselves in the same way that God does—that He 

loves us just as we are and wants to offer us new lives based on His 
grace. 

 
2. In what areas are you strong, and in what other areas are you weak?  

How can you start to live a more balanced Christian life?  Consider 
God’s five purposes for the church—Fellowship, Discipleship, Min-
istry, Missions and Worship.  Make a plan for growth and commit-
ment in your weak areas. 

 
3. Instead of making generic goals for your spiritual growth (i.e. “I need 

to spend more time in prayer”), make very specific goals and commit 
to specific plans of actions (i.e. “I will get up 25 minutes earlier each 
morning, spending 15 minutes reading the Bible and 10 minutes in 
prayer”).  And be accountable to others for your personal progress. 
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