
 
 

 
1 THESSALONIANS 2:17—3:10 

 
Because we are all ____________, we will all __________________________ 
 
“But we, brethren, having been taken from you for a short time in presence, not 
in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire.” - 
1 Thessalonians 2:17 
 
I. The Emotion of ________________________________________________ 
 

This desire grows out of: 
 
• Time when you’re _______________________________________ 

 
• Times when you ________________________________________ 

 
“But brothers, when we’re torn away from you for a short time in per-
son, not in thought, out of our intense longing we made every effort to 
see you.  For we wanted to come again and again, but Satan stopped 
us.” - 
1 Thessalonians 2:17-18 

 
• Times when you ________________________________________ 

 
Satan will __________________________________________ 
 
But Satan __________________________________________ 
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“When we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by 
ourselves at Athens, and we sent Timothy to you.” - 
1 Thessalonians 3:1 

 
“When I could stand it no longer, I sent Timothy to find out about your 
faith.” - 1 Thessalonians 3:2 

 
• Times when you ________________________________________ 

 
 How did Paul deal with this longing? 
 
 He sent Timothy to _______________ and _________________ them. 
 
II. The Emotion of _______________________________________________ 
 

• Fear for others—that they have ____________________________ 
 

• Fear for yourself—that you have ___________________________ 
 
III. The Emotion of _______________________________________________ 
 

• Don’t forget to _________________________________________ 
 

• Don’t forget to _________________________________________ 
 

“But Timothy has just come and he’s brought good news about your 
faith and love.  He’s told us that you always have pleasant memories of 
us and that you long to see us, just as we long to see you.” - 
1 Thessalonians 3:6 

 
IV. The Emotion of _______________________________________________ 
 

Paul’s main source for this feeling was _________________________ 
 
“Therefore brothers, in all our stress and persecution, we are encour-
aged because of your faith.” - 1 Thessalonians 3:7 
 
Paul used two phrases that show us how to reduce the stress: 
 
• We were ______________________________ for them (3:3) 

 
“…..No one be unsettled by these trials.  You know quite well that we 
were destined by them.” - 1 Thessalonians 3:3 
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•  We are _______________________________ in them (3:7) 
 
V. The Emotion of _______________________________________________ 
 
“For how can we thank God enough for you?  In return for all the joy we 
have in the presence of our God because of you.” - 1 Thessalonians 3:9 
 

• Now:  ____________________________________________ 
 

• When Jesus returns:  ________________________________ 
 

“For what is our hope, our joy, our crown, with which we will 
glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ when He comes?  
Is it not you?  Indeed, you are our glory.  You are our joy.” - 
1 Thessalonians 2:19 
 

• Two words for “crown” in the Greek language: 
 

_______________ meaning _______________________ 
 
_______________ meaning _______________________ 
 
 

Memory Verse 
 
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the 
truth.” - 3 John 1:4 
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Next Steps 
 
1. Have you determined your area of ministry here at Grace?  We be-

lieve that, depending on the spiritual gifts God has given you, that 
everyone has a primary ministry.  And that everyone  should be in-
volved in one or more secondary ministries based on the needs of the 
church.  Talk to Pastor Dave about getting involved today. 

 
2. What is your area of intense longing?  Start listening to God talk to 

you and the volume will start getting turned up, louder and louder, 
until you understand clearly where He wants you to serve. 

 
3. It is still not too late to get involved in our first semester small groups 

(months of February and March still left before we break).  Why not 
sign up today and start to learn and grow? 

 
4. Make certain you are letting God encourage you as you minister.  

You gain God’s encouragement when you watch people grow, and 
when you enjoy the relationships you are building. 

 
5. Baptism Sunday is coming up in a few weeks, on Sunday February 

18th.  And Membership Sunday is the following week, on Sunday 
February 25th.  Are you ready to take either step as part of your spir-
itual journey?  If so, please schedule a time to talk to Pastor Dave. 

 

COME FOR A SPECIAL SERVICE 
WEAR YOUR FAVORITE TEAM’S COLORS 

(No Super Bowl Party This Year) 
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